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CHAPTER XVII. [i.e.,xvi.]

A VOYAGE MADE TO THE STE. CROIX RIVER, AND THE
DEATH OF THE SAGAMORE, MEMBERTOU.

OWARD the end of the month of August of the
T same year, 1611, sieur de Biencourt having heard
that the ship of Captain Plastrier, from the town
of Honfleur, was engaged in fishing at the Port aux
Coquilles,* twenty-one leagues Westward from Port
Royal, decided to go and find him, to recommend to
him one of his men, whom he wished to send back
to France with letters, [156] to urge the expected
help, and to represent their pitiable condition. Fa-
ther Biard accompanied him, and they encountered
this ship so opportunely, that if they had been eight
minutes later, their chance would have been lost;
for already it was unfurling its sails to return to
France. When we had boarded it, we learned that
Captain Platrier had decided to pass the Winter on
the Island of sainte Croix, and that he [Sieur de
Biencourt] would get his fifth therefrom. This news
made sieur de Biencourt resolve to go to Sainte
Croix at once, before Captain Platrier had means of
fortifying himself: for he wished to collect from him
the Fifth of all his merchandise and trade, for winter-
ing in the country. The Island of Sainte Croix is
six leagues from Port aux Coquilles, in the middle of
a river.
[157] Accordingly sieur de Biencourt went to this
place, accompanied by eight people, and, well-armed,



